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North Central Plan
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The Cty of Rio Rancho

Size
12,000 Acres 

Designed
2006

Services
Coordination of Design Char-

rette, Master Plan, 
Circulation Plan

The project team led a public Charrette in early 
May 2006 to master plan 12,000 acres in 
the fastest growing area of New Mexico.  The 
conceptual plan, consists of a hierarchical 
network of compact, walkable, and diverse-
use neighborhoods that combine to form 
village centers located at arterial intersections 
that surround a new City Center.  The plan’s 
objectives include:          

•  Increase Gross Receipts Tax - an appropriate 
amount of commercial development to generate 
sufficient GRTs to provide adequate services 
and resources to serve existing and projected 
growth.

•     Balance Jobs/Housing Ratio - increasing 
diverse employment opportunities.  All future 
development will contribute to the overall 
community in terms of employment, institutions, 
services, and diversity of housing. 

•	 Improving Circulation and Access - A 
circulation framework will ensure major 
arterial connections and a local street system 
that provides a high level of connectivity and 
access.  Create regional and transit options 

and a multi-modal system that is functional 
for bikes and pedestrians.  Create a vertical or 
close horizontal mix of land uses that reduces 
automobile trips.  Pedestrian safety.

•	 Improving Water and Public Infrastructure 
- Plan within water resource & infrastructure 
parameters.  Reduce water budgets for 
development through on-site conservation, 
recycling, and water harvesting.  	

•	 Arroyos and Open Space - Preserve the 
natural drainage and form of the arroyo system 
and the opportunities they provide for pedestrian 
connections, multipurpose recreational uses, 
and utility corridors.  Preserve views.   

•	 Housing - Include diverse housing types 
with an emphasis on compact development. 
Integrate affordable housing and options for 
seniors in all neighborhoods.


