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In 2002, Steve Coyle and Ken Pirie joined 
a team to address the possible extension 
of Portland’s Urban Growth Boundary in 
the Damascus area.  This group came 
together in the summer of 2002 to assist 
Metro in drafting strategies to avoid the 
all too familiar outcome of sprawling and 
traffic congestion. The consultant team 
suggested that wherever the UGB expands, 
the expansion should only be allowed if 
there are sufficient assurances that it will 
conform to publicly approved policies for 
green, fair, and affordable communities.

A large group of stakeholders distilled the 
design requirements from existing public 
policy into six community design principles. 
The process revolved around a series of 
stakeholder roundtable events, in which 
the participants were virtually unanimous 
in their support for the following six core 
principles, and for corresponding design 
instructions:

1. Design Complete Communities
2. Provide an interconnected system of 

streets, parkways and greenways
3. Establish green infrastructure systems 

to bound, protect, and reinforce all 
neighborhoods.

4. Shift to lighter, greener, cheaper, 
smarter infrastructure.

5. Build a healthy economy.
6. Preserve present homes; introduce 

new ones.
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