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The City of Caldwell, a small town turned 
bedroom community west of Boise, 
retained HDR to develop streetscape 
and building design guidelines for their 
City Center district.   The City has made 
strides toward revitalizing this once 
vibrant part of town and is in the midst 
of realigning and daylighting a creek 
to help create a distinct identity.  HDR 
led the effort to develop a set of form-
based design guidelines intended to 
support the City’s vision of a vibrant 
mixed-use and pedestrian oriented 
City Center around that creek with a 
“turn of the century” character.  The 
guidelines graphically describe the 
desired development patterns within 
the district, from the public right-of-

way – parking configurations, sidewalk 
treatments, landscaping and street 
furniture – to the private lots – building 
configurations, frontage types, building 
types, and architectural styles and 
detailing.  The project culminated in 
proposed changes to the City’s Zoning 
Ordinance and appendices to the 
Ordinance.


